Franklin Park: Overlook Shelter Programming and Design Study
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Honor Significant Legacies
Return the Elma Lewis Playhouse to The Overlook

The ruins of the ‘Overlook Shelter’, the only building ever designed by Olmsted, is an important piece of park

history. Its remaining stone steps and walls hosted one of the park’s most iconic programs — The EIma Lewis
Playhouse — in the 1960s and 70s. Offering free musical education and performances for the surrounding African
American community, The Playhouse continues performances in a temporary location under the guidance of
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Build the Playhouse

- Design to protect essential elements like rock
outcrops and mature canopy; re-establish historic
vegetation patterns by opening up the ground plane
and removing pioneer trees.

- Restore historic puddingstone masonry elements
including walls, benches, and fountains; study the
best treatment of the building-related puddingstone
including the remaining stairs.
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Reintroduce site specific architecture in the park
with a stage, back-of-house storage, vending, and
restrooms, and potentially community space.

+ Restore prospect views by selectively clearing
overgrown vegetation.
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« Clarify pedestrian circulation; provide ADA access.
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1. Elma Lewis' legacy Is about making

The Franklin Park Action Black space

honor Elma Lewis’ legacy

Plan established the as the site of the original theiszi';‘;%:;f ff;f:jl;y % o e “Ei??feféstwa;aCfm?;?t,,y 5 C T nation for th
priority of f€n€Wing Playhouse in the Park. playgroun(.i;lspent”my S | e ' ommuni y Imaglna ion 10r c
Overlook as 2 “Macnet , | | whole life there e Il TR (XTI i L Overlook extends beyond performance,
5 This study is looking at the TERTL R ESE AT ot S S TS L N - - -
Destination.” . and includes ideas about flexible and
' full area and potential of
| | | | everyday use
As a result, the City of the Overlook, including
Boston launched the the Shelter Ruins area - the | 3 o X 83 3. The Overlook represents an
Frankhn Park OVGI'IOOI( IOCUS Of the Elma LeWiS “Even if it's a plaque on a OppOrtu N Ity tO reStO re a nd memaoria I VAS,
ree, Elma Lewis should be .y
Study to re-envision the Playhouse, as well as the T ecognized” ' Elma Lewis' legacy
Overlook Ruins in Franklin  surrounding Overlook
Park and establish a landscape, an elevated
concept plan for potential platform thatboundsthe [ 2200 & 9 o TSal@Bl: .00 PRl REEAR AT SO S e
implementation. Wilderness and provides
wo HEEJ;;
. . ) ‘-‘vf_
The projectsecks to views outto the Paystead f a : @EE;}WH b Studioy  yaciabo siverm
.f}}k_;‘ﬂ* ' .._.(-”'ﬂ"l'[.l-“”ﬁ ‘;‘E‘t:_‘nn Zere Architecture and Urban Design



The Overlook Defined the Edge of the Wilderness With Prospect to the Playstead
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©® The Overlook shelter from the upper level of the Overlook had seating and prospect
oriented to the Playstead.

©® Puddingstone benches
atop the Overlook.

character of the site.
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© Olmsted’s Overlook shelter burned down in the 1940s, leaving stone ruins outlining the footprint of the building.

0 1887 construction of the Overlook.



Making Black Space: Elma Lewis & the Elma Lewis Playhouse

ELMA LEWIS SCHOOL OF FINE ARTS
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Elma Lewis was born and Elma Lewis cleared the

raised in Roxbury. Her parents  Overlook Ruins with her

had recently emigrated from School of Fine Arts Students

Barbados. in the summer of 1968. She S—— . 8.

From an early age she attended =~ “*P lained that she was not e

UNIA meetings at St. Cyprian’s content to have her students | '

church. She credits these perform in small spaces that -LIN GO
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meetings and Marcus Garvey’s
teachings with her worldview.  In addition to a beloved

Ms. Lewis founded the Flma performance venue, the space
Iewis School of Fine Arts also se.rved as an important
in 1950 in Roxbury. The gather ing place fo.r the o
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The Overlook Today: Franklin Park Overlook Analysis

TAKEAWAY 1. TAKEAWAY 2.
THE OVERLOOK IS NOT ACCESSIBLE THE RUINS NEEDS SIGNIFICANT MASONRY WORK
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The puddingstone walls and ruins define the Overlook. The walls and ruins
are in need of stabilization in some areas as many stones have become loose

or dislodged.

Disconnected entries, steep slopes, and stairs limit the accessibility of the

Overlook.

AKEAWAY 3:
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The Overlook has open spaces with mature and emergent woodland. To
the south, the Overlook has prospect out to the Playstead.



Telling the Story ot the Overlook: Historic Photographs

OLMSTED'S FRANKLIN PARK & OVERLOOK (1895-1940s)

PUDDINGSTONE R BUILDING THE OVERLOOK 1887

OVERLOOK SHELTER AND PLAYSTEAD PUDDINGSTONE BENCH ES
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ELMA LEWIS' PLAYHOUSE 1966-1978

ELMA LEWIS' PLAYHOUSE STAGE SETUP, 1966-1978 AUDIENCE WATCHING A PERFORMANCE

@ ELMA LEWIS’' PLAYHOUSE @ PRESENT DAY @ FUTURE?

@ OLMSTED'S FRANKLIN PARK & OVERLOOK




The Entry Into the Overlook Was Legible

HOW DO WE CONNECT TO THE
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ACCESS TO THE
OVERLOOK WAS CLEAR

POTENTIAL SELECTIVE REMOVALS
IN UNDERSTORY TO CLEAR VIEW
INTO OVERLOOK

THE OVERLOOK IS NOT
ENTRY HAD CLEAR SIGHTLINES CONNECTED BY ADA PATHS

AN ACCESSIBLE PATH INTO THE
OVERLOOK CONNECTS TO PIERPONT

UNDERSTORY VEGETATION
HAS GROWN UP

AN ACCESSIBLE CONNECTION TO

PEOPLE PASS BY THE OVERLOOK PIERPONT RD
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The Ruins Were Used as Viewing Plattorms

HOW CAN THE OVERLOOK RUINS BE
SAFELY OCCUPIED?
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STABILIZE &

RESTORE RUINS?
STAIRS WERE USED AS RUINS ARE NOT ACCESSIBLE POSSIBLE STAIR
PLATFORMS AND HAVE FALL ZONES PROVIDING ACCESS
MASONRY IS IN NEED OF GUARDRAIL SHARING

RESTORATION & REPAIR ELMA LEWIS' LEGACY




The Overlook Ruins Accommodated Large Elma Lewis Playhouse Performances

WHAT EVENTS SHOULD THE SPACE
1966-1978 TODAY ACCOMMODATE?
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AS OVERLOOK

BLEACHER STYLE SEATING A CLEARING REMAINS OPEN PLATFORMS?
RECENTLY TREATED FOR INVASIVE POTENTIAL STABILIZATION OF
TEMPORARY SEATING FACING EAST SPECIES AND CLEARED RUINS AND ACCESS RAMP

CLEARING FOR
TEMPORARY SEATING?

POTENTIAL BENCHES
BUILT IN ALONG EDGES
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TEMPORARY STAGE?
Elma Lewis Playbouse Capacity Analysis, 1968-1980
Total Area 8,237 SF
Folding Seating Capacity 412 Seats
Bleacher Seating Capacity 120 Seats

Total Seating Capacity 532 Seats




Elma Lewis Also Created Open Space tor Other Activities

WHAT OTHER ACTIVITIES SHOULD THIS
1968 SPACE SUPPORT?
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SOME ADA

PEOPLE SAT ON THE EDGES SURFACING?
MASONRY IS IN NEED OF SELECT AREAS OF
USING THE RUINS TO FRAME PEOPLE STABILIZATION OPEN LAWN?

USE THE RUINS TO FRAME
SMALL OVERLOOK?

POTENTIAL BUILT IN SEATING
ALONG EDGES




Views Oriented Towards the Playstead

HOW CAN WE ORIENT VIEWS TO THE
PLAYSTEAD?

1895-1940s

Fhe Overlook, Franklin Park| Mass.

THE OVERLOOK SHELTER AN ADA SURFACE?
PUDDINGSTONE BENCHES, ORIENTED A NARROW PATH KEEP SELECTIVE
TO THE PLAYSTEAD REMAINS VEGETATION?

PUDDINGSTONE REMAINS, WOOD RESTORED SEATING, ORIENTED

BENCHES ARE GONE TO THE PLAYSTEAD?




