
Create new and different types of play, 
new accessible connections and more 
playground amenities by expanding the 

playground’s footprint. Protect what 
makes Tadpole Playground great!

the 5
elements
of PLAY

Social Cognitive
Play

Communication Sensory

Physical

Introduce new play 
equipment that expands play 
value and entices a wide 
variety of age groups to play.

Add more and better 
site amenities - stroller 
parking areas, social 
seating for caregivers, etc.

Protect the 
trees, especially 
the tree inside 
the playground!

Build play 
value into the 
panel’s natural 
topography.

Create accessible 
entrances (along Brimmer 
Path and between Brimmer 
and the existing entrance).

Incorporate a 
vending spot 
just outside the 
playground.

 TADPOLE PLAYGROUND IMPROVEMENTS
Project Goals
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October 24th:
Public Meeting 1

Virtual on Zoom

AugustJulyJune

MayAprilMarchFebruary
January

September

February 26th: JQES 
Lilypad Idea Lab
Session 1 “Learn”

March 13th: JQES 
Lilypad Idea Lab 

Session 2 “Dream”

June 10th: JQES 
Lilypad Idea Lab

Session 3 “Design 
Review”  

Fall 2024: 
JQES Lilypad 

Idea Lab
Session 4  

“Build”

Spring 2025: 
JQES Lilypad 

Idea Lab
Session 5 

“Care”  

October MarchFebruaryJanuaryDecemberNovember

June 
12th: 

Public Meeting 2
Tonight! 

In-person @ 
Tadpole 

Playground

Early Fall 2024: 
Public Meeting 3

 TBD 

January 9th & 10th 
Presentation and Workshop

with Third Grade Students (during school)
at Josiah Quincy Elementary School (JQES) 

2024 2025

We explored playground design, learned about landscape architecture, discussed the 
value of trees in our parks, and heard from 100 third grade students at JQES about their 
vision for play at Tadpole Playground. 

The Lilypad Idea Lab visited the 
site to do a hands-on analysis 
of current conditions.

The students developed  three 
concepts based on the site’s 
history and future needs.

20
24

 TADPOLE PLAYGROUND IMPROVEMENTS
Community Engagement
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 TADPOLE PLAYGROUND IMPROVEMENTS
 Selected Site Analysis



TADPOLE PLAYGROUND
THE HILLS
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 TADPOLE PLAYGROUND IMPROVEMENTS
Concept 1 – The Hills

Hillside Slides
Image source: https://wseinc.openasset.com/page/

files/3611/search/19007/sizes?

Log Adventure 
Climber

Image source: https://nlplatform.com/articles/be-
mine-coal-mine-recreational-park

Balance Beam
Image source: https://www.fawns.co.uk/product/

balance-beam

Social Space
Image source: https://landezine.com/vestre-outdoor-

furniture-hvilan-picnic-table/

Hillside Climbing
Image source: https://www.bciburke.com/design-

ideas/hillside-slides-climbers



TADPOLE PLAYGROUND
SLIDING THROUGH TIME
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 TADPOLE PLAYGROUND IMPROVEMENTS
Concept 2 – Sliding Through Time

Ball Run
Image source: https://www.glockenstuhl-westendorf.

at/spoggolino-kugelbahn-in-westendorf/

Playful Benches
Image source: https://www.jeppehein.net/project_

id.php?path=publics&id=342

Fish Weir Climber
Image source: https://duncanandgrove.com/

playground-equipment/natural-playgrounds/log-
scramble/#

Animal Rider
Image source: https://www.richter-spielgeraete.de/
en/playground-equipment/products/animals-and-

vehicles/424180-pig/

Cafe Seating
Image source: https://www.nola.se/en/products/

korg-furniture-group/
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PLAY TO THE MAX
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 TADPOLE PLAYGROUND IMPROVEMENTS
Concept 3 – Play to the Max

Elevated Net
Image source: https://davisla.wordpress.

com/2013/09/24/tumbling-bay-playground-queen-
elizabeth-olympic-park/

Nest Swing
Image source: https://playworld.com/product/basket-

swing/

Wobble Bouncer
Image source: https://www.playlsi.com/en/

commercial-playground-equipment/playground-
components/wobble-pod-bouncer1/

Balance Bridge
Image source: https://duncanandgrove.com/

playground-equipment/natural-playgrounds/robinia-
log-bridge/#

Bench Swing
Image source: https://northendwaterfront.

com/2018/06/carolyn-lynch-garden-opens-at-north-
end-greenway-park-plus-bench-swings-are-back/



TADPOLE PLAYGROUND
PLAY TO THE MAX
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HERE!

STAMP

Tadpole Playground is loved by residents and visitors to Boston 
Common. Help us make improvements by sharing your ideas!

Listen to learn about three (3) potential designs 
for the future of Tadpole Playground.

Tell us how you like to play! 

Collect a stamp for each concept. 
Three stamps earns you a prize!

Tadpole Playground

My favorite part of this concept is...

Which concept fits best next to the Frog Pond and the 
surrounding Boston Common landscape? 

Concept C
Play to the Max

Should 
we...

Learn more by scanning the QR code or visiting: 
tinyurl.com/TadpoleImprovements

or create a 
new gateway

keep Tadpole Playground’s 
existing gateway sign

How old are you? 

but this is missing...

Gr
ab

 your P
lay Passport!

0-4 5-12 13-17 18-34 35-55 55+

Concept B
Sliding Through Time

Concept A
The Hills

Concept C
Play to the Max



TADPOLE PLAYGROUND
THE HILLS
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TADPOLE PLAYGROUND
SLIDING THROUGH TIME
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HERE!

STAMP

HERE!

STAMP

Circle the direction you 
arrived from today!

Concept A
The Hills

Concept B
Sliding Through Time

Circle the one (1) play element you like most across all the concepts!

Socializing with friends or gathering 
for an event should look like this...

My favorite part of this concept is... but this is missing...

My favorite part of this concept is... but this is missing...

Bench 
Swing

Picnic 
Tables

Seat Wall 
Amphitheatre

Movable 
Seating

Write in your 
own idea!

Climbing/Hanging/ 
Fitness Play

Swings Bounce or 
Spin

Slides

Quiet Play 
Space

Play about the Boston 
Common's history

Interactive
Play 
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