
City of Boston, Massachusetts
Office of Police Accountability and Transparency

OPAT COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Under the provisions of M.G.L. c. 30A and the City of Boston Code,
Ordinances, 12-16.4, the Office of Police Accountability and
Transparency (OPAT) Commission will conduct a public hearing for
the purposes of gathering comments, ideas, and information
concerning proposed amendments to the regulations governing
OPAT procedures, board regulations, and the Youth Advisory
Council (YAC).

Date: Thursday, October 26, 2023

Time: 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Where: Virtually by Zoom

Summary of Proposed Regulations: OPAT promulgated
OPAT 1.00, regulations on OPAT investigations, complaints,
conflicts of interest, meeting dates, and the Youth Advisory
Council (YAC). As promulgated, 1.01 requires the party with the
burden of proof to demonstrate that an allegation or
argument is far more likely to be true than false. As stated in
1.02, to avoid duplication of effort, the OPAT shall not run
parallel investigations with the Boston Police Department
(BPD) or Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST)
Commission into civilian complaints of police misconduct. 1.03
states that the OPAT Staff will consider a complaint
incomplete if it is missing two or more pieces of necessary
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information; that information being specific date/time/location
of the incident alleged, specific misconduct being alleged to
have been committed by a BPD employee, and other
descriptive and identifying information regarding the BPD
employee named in the complaint. OPAT Staff will reach out to
the complainant to retrieve information, and the complainant
will be given 7 days to respond. 1.04 states that shall members
of the Internal Affairs Oversight Panel (IAOP) or the Civilian
Review Board (CRB) be unable to fulfill their roles due to a
conflict of interest, it will be referred to the OPAT Commission
for review and recommendation. 1.05 requires that the OPAT
Commission shall set the meeting calendar of the CRB, IAOP
and the OPAT Commission each December for the next
calendar year. 1.06 establishes a Youth Advisory Council to
advise the Executive Director and the members of the IAOP
and the CRB to give youth a space to be heard and where they
can discuss issues in their communities.

Availability of Proposed Regulations: The proposed
regulations are available on the OPAT website at:
boston.gov/opat. You may obtain a written copy by emailing a
request to opatboards@boston.gov or mailing a request to
Policy & Data Analyst Mariah Sabir, Office of Police
Accountability and Transparency, 2201 Washington St, Ste 102,
Roxbury, MA 02119.

Hearing Details: The hearing will be held in a virtual (remote)
format. Members of the public are welcome to attend through
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Zoom on Thursday, October 26, 2023, from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM.
All persons desiring to be heard on this matter should appear
at that time or submit comments by email or mail. If you are
interested in offering comments, you are encouraged, but not
required, to pre-register by sending an email to
opatboards@boston.gov with a subject line stating, “OPAT
Commission Regulations.”

To join virtually or via computer, click on the following link to
register for the hearing:
zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tGvBg6PkTKOmcHzcVnht-g.
Registration helps OPAT Staff to anticipate if additional time
will be needed for the hearing. You may need to allow extra
time to download Zoom.

If you are unable or do not wish to register online for the
hearing, please email opatboards@boston.gov or call
617-635-4224 and let us know that you wish to join the hearing.

To join via telephone (audio only), please register for the
hearing or contact OPAT Staff to receive dial-in information.

Given the volume of comments anticipated, the Commission
may limit a speaker’s time to five minutes. All attendees
should dress and conduct themselves as if attending in
person.
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Submission of Comments: The submission of written
comments or testimony in advance of the hearing is welcome
and may be made by e-mail to opatboards@boston.gov with a
subject line stating, “OPAT Commission Regulations” or by
mail to Policy & Data Analyst Mariah Sabir at the physical
address listed above. Comments received after October 26,
2023 at 5:00 p.m. might not be considered.
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INTERPRETATION

English: Interpretation and translation services are available to

you at no cost. If you need them, please contact us at

opatboards@boston.gov or 617-635-4224 by: 10/19/2023.

Spanish - Español: Hay servicios de interpretación y traducción a

su disposición sin costo alguno. Si los necesita, póngase en

contacto con nosotros mandando un correo electrónico a

opatboards@boston.gov o llamando a 617-635-4224, hasta esta

fecha: 10/19/2023.

Haitian Creole -Kreyòl ayisyen: Sèvis entèpretation ak

tradiksyon disponib pou ou gratis. Si w bezwen sèvis sa yo, tanpri

kontakte nou nan opatboards@boston.gov oswa 617-635-4224, ant:

10/19/2023.

Traditional Chinese -繁體中文:我們可以為您提供免費的口譯和書

面筆譯服務。如有需要，請在 2023月 10日 19,前與我們連絡，發電子郵

件至 opatboards@boston.gov或致電 617-635-4224.

Vietnamese - Tiếng Việt: Các dịch vụ thông dịch và phiên dịch

có sẵn cho bạn miễn phí. Nếu bạn cần họ, vui lòng liên lạc với

chúng tôi theo địa chỉ opatboards@boston.gov hoặc 617-635-4224

trước: 10/19/2023.
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Simplified Chinese -简体中文: 我们可以为您提供免费的口译和书

面笔译服务。如有需要，请 2023月 10日 19前与我们联系,发电子邮件

至 opatboards@boston.gov或致电 617-635-4224

Cabo Verdean Creole - kriolu: Nu ta oferese-bu sirvisus di

interpretason y traduson di grasa. Si bu meste kes sirvisu la,

kontata-nu pa email opatboards@boston.gov ó pa telefóni, pa

númeru 617-635-4224. Na es data: 10/19/2023.

Arabic-العربية
احتجتإذاتكلفة.أيتحملكدونلكمتوفرةالتحريريةوالترجمةالشفويةالترجمةخدمات

الألكترونيالبريدعلىمعناالتواصليرجىالخدمات،لهذه
opatboards@boston.gov،6174824900الهاتفرقمعلىأو

10/19/2023يومبحلول

Russian -Русский: Услуги устного и письменного перевода

предоставляются бесплатно. Если Вам онинужны, просьба

связаться с нами по адресу электронной почты

opatboards@boston.gov либо по телефону 617-635-4224, до

10/19/2023.

Portuguese - Português: Você tem à disposição serviços

gratuitos de interpretação e tradução. Se precisar deles, fale
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conosco: opatboards@boston.gov ou 617-635-4224, até o dia

10/19/2023.

French - Français: Les services d’interprétation et de traduction

sont à votre disposition gratuitement. Si vous en avez besoin,

veuillez nous contacter à opatboards@boston.gov ou au

617-635-4224, d'ici au: 10/19/2023.

Somali - Af Soomaali: Adeegyada tarjumaadda iyo fasiraada

luuqadaha ayaa diyaar kuu ah adiga oo aan wax kharash ah ka bixin.

Haddii aad u baahatid iyaga, fadlan nagala soo xiriir

opatboards@boston.gov ama 617-635-4224 markay taariikhdu

tahay: 10/19/2023.
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