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Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) 
 
To: The Boston Conservation Commission 
By: Friends of Boston Latin School Crew (FoBLS Crew) 
Date: 24 March 2021 
 
Re: Installation of temporary docks and boat storage 
 
Project Narrative 
 
Beginning in 2010, the legislature directed DCAMM to execute leases with “yacht clubs” that occupied 
locations along the City’s waterfront.  This legislation included the use of the former DCR bathhouse by 
Friends of Boston Latin School. 
 
In 2011, Friends of BLS Crew made application to the Conservation Commission for a Determination of 
Applicability for the installation of temporary docks adjacent to the former bathhouse designated in the 
legislation, which is used as storage by the crew team.  The Conservation Commission issued a Negative 
Determination of Applicability on March 3, 2011:  a copy of the determination is attached to this 
application. 
 
Since 2011, when the original Negative Determination was made, Friends of BLS Crew, the teams and 
coaches have annually installed and removed the temporary docks.  These docks allow for sculls to be 
launched and removed from the water during daily practice from April through October without 
damaging the riverbank and provide anchorage for the launches used by coaches during practice.  
Installation is weather dependent and is typically in later March/early April:  the docks are removed in 
late October/early November immediately after the Head of the Charles.  
 
The adjacent resource areas are the 25’ Riverfront Zone and the 100’ year flood zone.  The 25’ 
Riverfront zone is noted approximately on the attached survey in red:  the 100’ year flood zone 
boundary is the riverbank as seen on the FEMA flood map: 
 

 



 
The docks are installed adjacent to the 25’ riverfront zone and in the 100-year flood zone.  The location 
and dimensions of the temporary docks and the ramp are indicated on the attached survey. 
 
The temporary docks are in components of approximately 10’ x 30’ and are anchored to the riverbank 
with a deadman anchor system which bolts to the dock.  The deadman anchors are installed and 
removed each season.  The ramp is attached to the adjacent level ground bank with a long bolt (photo 
of attachment included):  the ramp is the only means of access to the docks in order to protect the 
riverbank.  A bobcat is used to move the docks in and out of the water.  The bobcat pushes the docks 
into the river from behind to protect the riverbank:  for a typical installation each dock is able launch 
once it is 50% (15”) into the river. 
 
A range of sculls (singles, doubles, quads and eights) are stored on racks adjacent to a former DCR 
bathhouse which is currently used by the crew team for storage.  The approximate boat storage area is 
60’ x 60’ (3600 square feet):  this area is indicated on the survey in red.  At the moment, two boat 
trailers (38’ x 8’, or 608 square feet) are stored in front of the storage structure:  Friends of BLS Crew has 
requested permission from DCR to remove debris and weed trees behind the structure in order to store 
them away in a dryer area and away from the public path. 
 
Projected sea level rise is not anticipated to have an effect this far upstream on the Charles River. 
 
Plan Requirements. 
 
Please note the following: 

A.  The abutters are the Department of Conservation and Recreation, as the owner of the parkland 
on which these activities occur, and Northeastern University, whose Henderson Boat House 
abuts the location.  Notice to these abutters is attached. 

B. There is no alteration to flood storage capacity as result of this proposed project.  Boat storage 
on land is on racks (see attached photo). 

C. Re:  Soil characteristics.  According to the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil 
Survey, the site consists of urdorthents whose parent material is described as “excavated and 
filled sandy and gravelly human transported material over highly decomposed herbaceous 
organic material.”  The slope listed for this map unit is 0 to 3 percent and the hydrologic soil 
group is not defined.  

D. No changes to the embankment are proposed. 
E. No erosion has been caused or is anticipated as a result of the temporary dock use and boat 

storage. 
 
Stormwater Management Report 
 
We have consulted the Stormwater Management Standards found at 310 CMR 10.05(6)(k0-(q) of the 
Wetlands Regulations and determined that a Stormwater Management Report for the project is not 
required. 
 
Climate Change 
 
The BPDA Climate Resiliency Checklist does not appear to apply to temporary installations and is 
therefore not included. 



 
We anticipate climate change will impact the area through stronger and wetter storms which will cause 
increase runoff.  The area around the bathhouse currently has poor drainage and could be improved by 
a broad look at the area.  DCR has recently begun a Master Plan process for Herter Park, which includes 
this area, and we look forward to working with DCR to arrive at a drainage solution that will protect the 
area in the event of storms and improve overall drainage of the site.  
 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 
 
Based on review of the DCR Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) Viewer, no areas within the 
area impacted by the activities of FoBLS Crew are designated as Areas of Critical Environmental Concern.   
 
Please note the following: 

1. The project does not include any changes to impervious surface coverage 
2. A site survey detailing an inventory of trees and other vegetation is attached to this document 
3. No lighting or noise impacts have been created by or are anticipated by the temporary 

installation 
4. The area is currently open parkland with no wildlife corridors.  Existing public access through the 

site in the form of a walking/biking path is maintained by this project. 
5. A land conservation or maintenance plan does not appear to be applicable, and 
6. Alternatives to the proposal include: 

• Launch the sculls from the water’s edge, which would be detrimental to the resource 
area 

• Walk the sculls downstream to launch closer to the public parking area, which would be 
dangerous for pedestrians and bikers, as well as challenging for the crew members 

• Move the entire program to another location, if one could be identified. 
 
Attachments: 

• Aerial view of docks 

• Photo of docks from across the river 

• Photo of docks during installation looking upstream 

• Photo of ramp to installed dock 

• Photo of ramp connection 

• Photo of boat racks with storage building beyond 

• Abutter notifications (DCR and Northeastern) 

• Negative Determination of Applicability dated March 3, 2021 

• Survey dated 3/23/2021 by Feldman Land Surveyors 
 
 
Attached Filing Fees: 

• City of Boston Fee:  The docks were donated to FoBLS Crew.  We estimate the value to be more 
than $1,000:  therefore a City of Boston filing fee of $50 is attached to this application. 

• The Boston Conservation Commission fee included is $100 as the site for the project is under 1 
acre. 

 
 
 



Aerial view of dock: 
 
 

 
 
 
Photo of temporary dock from across the river: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Photo of temporary dock during installation looking upstream to the Henderson Boat House: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Photo of ramp to temporary dock: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Photo of ramp to temporary dock: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Photo of boat racks with storage building beyond: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 





  

 
NOTIFICATION TO ABUTTERS:  BOSTON CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

 
In accordance with the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act, Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 131, Section 40, and the Boston Wetlands Ordinance, you are hereby notified as an abutter 
to a project filed with the Boston Conservation Commission. 

 

A. Friends of Boston Latin School Crew has filed a Request for Determination of Applicability with 
the Boston Conservation Commission seeking permission to install temporary docks for 
launching boats and to store boats in proximity to the docks in an Area Subject to Protection 
under the Wetlands Protection Act (General Laws Chapter 131, section 40) and Boston 
Wetlands Ordinance.  A negative Determination of Applicability was previously granted in 
2011. 

 

B. The location of the lot where the activity is proposed is east of the Henderson Boat House docks in 
Allston. 

 

C. The project involves the temporary, seasonal installation of docks and the year round storage of boats on 
racks adjacent to the former DCR bathhouse currently used as storage for the crew team. 

 
D. Copies of the Notice of Intent may be obtained by contacting the Boston Conservation 

Commission at CC@boston.gov. 
 

E. Copies of the Request for Determination of Applicability may be obtained from Margaret 

Wood (margaretminorwood@gmail.com) Monday through Friday between the hours of 8am-

6pm. 

 
F. In accordance with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Executive Order Suspending Certain 

Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, the public hearing will take place virtually at 
https://zoom.us/j/6864582044. If you are unable to access the internet, you can call 1-929-205- 
6099, enter Meeting ID 686 458 2044 # and use # as your participant ID. 

 
G. Information regarding the date and time of the public hearing may be obtained from the Boston 

Conservation Commission by emailing CC@boston.gov or calling (617) 635-3850 between the hours 

of 9 AM to 5 PM, Monday through Friday. 

 
NOTE: Notice of the public hearing, including its date, time, and place, will be published at least five 

(5) days in advance in the Boston Herald. 

NOTE: Notice of the public hearing, including its date, tine, and place, will be posted on 
www.boston.gov/public-notices and in Boston City Hall not less than forty-eight (48) hours in 
advance. 
NOTE: If you would like to provide comments, you may attend the public hearing or send written 
comments to CC@boston.gov or Boston City Hall, Environment Department, Room 709, 1 City Hall 
Square, Boston, MA 02201 
NOTE: You also may contact the Boston Conservation Commission or the Department of 
Environmental Protection Northeast Regional Office for more information about this application or 
the Wetlands Protection Act. To contact DEP, call the Northeast Region: (978) 694-3200. 
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